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|E\r cbnptetB in tbc hifitory of Indian Religion 
ha\e been so little studied ns tbo one deal- 
ing t\itb the great and tvido spread Refor- 
mation, at once religious and social, that nas in- 
augurated in mcdieinl India in tbo IStb and IGtb 
centnnes Tbe moicmont beais a stt iking resem- 
blance to tbo similar movement of refoim that sot 
in in Euiopo during the same penod A number of 
intrepid and high-mindod rcfoimcrs arose— ‘foui 
being chief among them — nho condemned in 
strong and fearless tcims the idolatrj and supei- 
stitious pr icticcs of tbo people In tbe,i place 
a neu religion of Loio and Devout Worship 
\sas c<?tivHb«!bcd Social and caste distinctions 
wciti al'ojstronglj condemned bj these rofoimcis 
nbicli, aa a result, wcio grcatlj ieln\ed in 
tome phccs, and in others, entire!} abolished. 
The Noi th Indian Vomncuhrs too received a gieat 
impetus from this movement and somo of the 
greatest and most renowned works rn those lang- 
uages were the outcome of this Reformation. 
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The origin and dootnnes this Reformation 
are to be found, to a great extent, m the new 
Vaishnavite movement that had been started m 
South India bj the two great Aoharjas, Ramanuja 
and Madhwacharya From the 8th century on- 
wards, a distinct school of Vaishnavite worship 
was slowly growing in Southern India The older 
Vaishnavism that had, under the Guptas, spread 
all over India, had here in the South fallen on good 
soil , ind an indigenous school arose with a litei- 
ature partly in the vernacular and partly m Sans- 
Irnt The movement was silently growing and 
•developing new linos of thought when on the top 
of the wave came Ramanuja himself with his 
doctrine of Love and Brotherhood and Vishisht- 
adwaita Philosophy A century and a half later, 
came Madhwacharya who, though his doctrines 
diifeied to some extent from those of Ramanuja^ 
propounded similai concepts of God and inculcated 
the^ same religion of Love and Devout worship^ 
These doctrines, fraught with a new faith and 
hope and significant of a new happiness and peace, 
should have had awaimand ready access to'tbe 
heart of mediteval Hindusthan, oppressed, as it 
was, by political and social anarchy and sunk in 
the depths of rehgions decay. ' 



From very ancient times, a close Iitcmiy and 
spintn il interconrse has existed between Southera 
and Northern India Monks and scholars 
have long aamed and spread the thought and 
philosophy of one 1 ind to another The new Y aish- 
navite docti ines, that were at this time vigorously 
preached in South India b> Ramanuja and bis 
followers, and by M idhwacliarya, weie thus earned 
to the North by the monks and tcacnors of then 
respechvo orders Notices of a number of these 
South Indian missionaries ara to be found in the 
traditions and stones of Northern India The 
chief of them was n Ramanujite monk of the 14th 
century whose name and memory is still invoked 
with great rovoronco and gratitude by many a 
Noith Indian sect It was from him, Ramanand 
by name, that tho founders of the two groat sects 
of Modern Hinduism, Ixabir and Nanak, domed 
their doctnnes and then spintual inspiration 
Anothci, by name I^Iadhavendra Pun, a monk of 
tho Madhwacharya order, earned tho new leli- 
gion and learning to Bengal and one of his disci- 
ples imparted the now religion to Cbaitanya who 
was soon to become tho founder of a great school 
•of Vaishnavism <in Bengal and Oiissa, Tho 
now religion spread to Rajasthan and Quzeiit 
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■where a great Taishnavite Ohnrch was founded^ 
by a South Indian monk which still holds its 
sway over milhons of then people Mahaiashtra 
too, where the banner of the new movement wa& 
early raised by a remarkable Brahmin youth,, 
should have recen ed many of its doctrines and 
ideas from the South, though we do not meet 
-with any recorded notices of South Indian monks- 
and teachers in the Marathi hterature relatmg- 
■to this movement The advent of these South 
Indian monks resulted m a general awakening 
and the spread of Yaishnavite doctrines through- 
out Northern India The four great Reformers — 
Obaitanya (Bengal) Dnyandev (Maharashtra), 
Kabir (Oentral India) and Nanak (the Punjab) — 
though there were great individual differences 
between them — adopted and preached broadcast 
the new Yaishnavite doctrines and helped to 
brmg about a great Reformation in rehgion and 
social ideals , 

In the reformers of Central and Northern 
India — Rabir and Nanak — ^we find a new element 
working m addition to the Yaishnavite ideas of 
the South In spite of the aloofness and hatied 
which characterised early Mahomedan rule,. 
Mahomedan thought and hteratuie were slowly 
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vsx'Kkmg thomeolTes felt on the tnind of the people 
of Htndusthan The poetry of Hafis and Sufi, of 
•Tnloludin Rumt and Fwaddm Attar, was eagerly 
read by the cultured among the Hindus 
Colobmtod Sufis, too, like the Mullah Shah of 
Jjahorc, wore going about preaching their 
doctrines, taking disciples and initiating them 
into then mjstic rites Mahomednn Sufism boio 
a icmaihablo resemblance to tho Vnishnavism 
that was now spreading m ISfortbem India 
"With its doctrine of tbo identity of God 
and soul, owth its mjstic and contomplatiie 
exorcises, mtli its strange disregard of coromomal 
rules and practices, it could not but have affei ted 
to a great degree tho rising VniohnaMSm of Cen- 
tral and Uorthom India But, in spile of its 
^fnbomodan influences, tho xoligion of Ivabir and 
2sanak still remains a most characteristic survival 
of Medi'uvttl Vaishnansm 
Among the four great racdiajval reformer 
{tho biography of one of whom — Chiutanya — has 
already boon published in this senes), Kabir, tho 
subject of this shotch, is a lemaihablo character 
inmanjwajs His great coutago and spirit of 
protestantism, his Bupix‘ui< h" o and kindness to 
all, his fearless yet humble advocacy of pure and 



ennobling doctnneSf above all, bis profound 
mystic poems and uttenmoes, make him a mosb 
emmo&t figure in this mediseval movement. 

Kasia'a bibth Aim pABianvioB. 

Xhe date of Slabir’s birth is a subject of gieat 
uncertainty, the most probable oneJ( supported by 
an authentic verse) being 1440 A D Many 
A legend is told as to his birth and parentage on 
none of vrhich reliance can be placed He ivas 
found, says a legend, lying as a child in the lako 
called Lahar Tolao near Benares, on a blossoming 
•watei lily , Niru, a childless Mahomedan weaver, 
saw it, took it home and adopted it as his child. 
A Kasi was in due time called to give the child a 
name ; the Horan was opened and a lot was cast 
The word Kdbvr which means “great” in the 
Arabic language was the first that presented itself 
and the name was accordingly given to the child. 
All legends considered, Habir seems to have bedn 
of Hindu parentage, though adopted and brought 
up as a Mahomedan 

We know very httle of Kabii's eaily training, 
of the way m which his spiritual genins was 
kindled That he was for a long time without a 
guru or teacher can be said with certainty He, 
iowever, seems to have been of a refiective and 
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intrepid disposition Ho often surprised his 
psronts and neighbours by his queer nets of Io\o 
and charitj nnd man occasional salfics of free* 
thought But jn pptto of his mjstic moods and 
uttcnnccs ho folioned hts tndo, and, at tho 
sime time, nceircd and served holj men and 

niendn^n ts 

RAVASAMl, TBr SOtTO ]>S1>UN MONK 
ICabir for a Jong time remained witbont ft 
teseher This was tho time when tho famo of tho 
South Indian preacher nnd monk Ramanand was 
at its height to Benares Wo ba>o alrcad> jc* 
ferred to him , but it would be proper for os to 
giro heiP ft fuller account of this Vmsbnnvito 
teachoi, as it was, bj sitting at his feet and bj 
joining »i> his discourses ftnJ teaching, that Kabii 
learnt In*, rhanctonslic doctiincs and rchgion 
Ramanand bornjit Mellroto (Mahbar Coast, 
South Indm) where Ramnnuja bad onco taken 
rtfiigo and established fai5 Vaishnaaito faith. 
Moto thin two contuncs haio parsed and his 
Vaiphrmxi-m should ha\e, thoieforc, been in 
full swing at tJio timo of Ramaimnd’a birth 
m that place Raraanaud tvas instructed in 
the new rreed by one Rngaaanand, a Vaish- 
na\ft scfiolnr Ramanand sened tho gum for 
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some time itid then went on a pilgcimage to 
the sacred places of Korthem India In the 
course of bis wanderings, he Msited Benares and > 
there lived at the ghat called Ptatehganga where 
his sandals were preseived at the time of the 
Vaishnava chronicler, Nabhaji 

During his travels, Batnanand seems to have 
freely mingled with teachers of other creeds and 
formed mew ideas on religion and social observan- 
ces 'When he returned home, bis co-rehgionists 
and those who had previoudy lived with him 
interrogated him as to his observance of coste-rnles 
since his departure from them. It was found that 
bis geological belief had altered in some lespects 
and that he had relaxed tae severe caste-rules of 
the orthodox order His brethren of the order 
expelled him , but his gum appears to have felt 
some sympathy with him, for he authonsed him * 
to found a sect of bis own which he accordingly 
4id * 

•» 

Bnmanand went to Senates and there began to 
gather disciples with whom he often held dis- 
courses on leligious topics The philosophical 
and theological tenets of the new faith, 
he preached, corresponded to a great extent to 
those of Bamanuja, but he added to them 
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A now gospel of froodoa, of religious and 
sociil equality lie hid down ns a rule that all 
persons of anj casto who accopted the tenets and 
ptinciplca of his «cct, might oat and dnnk together 
irre'peclw o of birth AH men n ho aervo God are 
equal Ho thus threw hisspintual door wide open, 
admitted disciples of all castes, and boldly nnnounc* 
cd that jav or know lodge of God emancip ated 
men from all bondage He called his disciples 
thetifacrated (-1. •<%»(<«), as he allowed them, and 
the} accepted, \ liberal interpretation of Hindu 
■social mlc*> •■arct ioncd b } religion At tbo same 
time, it mn> bo noteil, Kamanand vehem^tli^ 
opposed atheists and those who boasted that tho} 
existed independent!} of God Tho following 
hymn of Hamanand octurnng m tho Adt Granth 
rcicals his charactcnstic Tn}sticism and 
*-ln>phcit} — 

TThithcf *h»U 1 go 7 Ian happy at homo, 

My heart wiH not go with mo , it hath become a 

cnpple 

One day I did hiTC an inclination to go , 

I groardaiadalitoohdittilied aloowoed and many 

pertames, 

And T~aa proceeding to r orahip God in a temple, 
■When my g«tn ahowed mo God m my heart 
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Whororor 1 g6,l &nd onlj WAtor or stoncB, 

But Thon O Qod > Att c^uaIIj oontninod in OTorjr> 

thing 

The Vcdna and the Paranas all hayo I accn and 

aearehodt 

Qo thon thithor, if God bo not horo 

0 True Guru, I am a aaanQoo unto Thco, 

Who boat cut awa} all my porplcxitioa and donbta 

Ramanand'a l<ord la tho All Porrading God 
Tho Guru’s irord cuttotb auay milUoua of aina 
(Macauliflo's fiAfliam) 

KABin'fl MEBn\<. Mrrn iumanand 
Kabir Rooms to lm\o tong defied to mt at tho 
foot of Rntnnnatid but, boing a Kubomodan, 
doubted ubothor he '(rould bo admitted to disuplo« 
ship At Hst, ho hit upon a \erj charftctonstio 
stop which ifa narrated with great detail in his 
biographies One day neing early tooming, bo went 
md hid himself on tho nvor stops of the Ganges 
ghat down which Eamnnand used to go to his bsth 
in tho nvor. As Ilamsnnnd camo, ho unknowing* 
ly trod on Kabii’s head and o^claimod in his 
nstomshment 'Ram’ ‘Ram’ Kabir» at onco 
using up, fell at his foot and said “Thou hast 
given mo the word of initiation and I am bccomo 
thy diBciplo ” Ramanand, struck with tho «;inccn* 
ty of Kabir, accepted him Kabu ovci after 
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scorns to hnro rcrnMned tbo disciplo of B'lmn'md' 
joining faiin m tlio theological and philosophical 
di«ptitcs irhich he earned on nith the learned of 
tho diy. 

During the conrso of this Iifo in tho company of 
Bamnnand occurred an interesting incident tvbiob 
throws n cunous light on tho poculiarlj mystic 
l»ont and deep spiritual earnestness of Kahir’^ 
mind A renowned Hrahmin disputant, by name 
Snmjit, amred at Benares Tbo pundits of 
Benares informed Utmanand of fais arrival and 
told him that no one could copo i n nigunicnt with 
tho new coDio pundit Batoanand, however, sot 
ICabir to arguo with him Tho pundit, on acoing 
him, inquiicd his eacto whereupon Kfthir 
■answered that be was a weaver Tho Iianghty 
purdit turned up hia no'c and asked what a 
X etvor WHS, Kabir replied — 

No OBO kBOwoth tbo scerot of tho Vfoaror, 

God hath woren tho w»rp of tbo whole World, 

If thou listen to tho Vedas and tho PatanM, 

Thou *h#U boar, ‘I baro (trotched tho warp to 

[long , 

1 liaTo mado tho Earth and FirmAment mj worl shop 
I hoTO act tbo Sua and tho Moon in altemato motion^ 
WorVingmy Icga I did eno worl’— nth auch» 
Wearer mj hearj^is ploaaed. 
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Tho vrcftTor bath looked into hie own heart and 
there tocogniaod God 

Saith Kabir, ' I hero broken np my workshop,' 

And tho weaver hatt^bjonded his thread with tho 

thread of God 
MacaalifTo’s Si'ktsiii) 

kabth's UiL 

Though some tralitione try to conceal it, 
•the fact IS woll proved that Kabir was a married 
man and tho father of a famil> Ab Evelyn 
Underhill puts it — 

It 18 olcar that he never odopted tho Iifo of tho 
professional ascetio or retired from tho world m order 
to devote himself to bodily mortiflcations and tho cxeln- 
sivo porsnit of the oontemplativo life Sido by sido ith 
hiB interior hfo of adoration, its artistio expression in 
muBio and words — for ho i.as a skilled musioian ns well 
as a poot—ho lived the sano and diligent life of tho 
Oriental craftsman All thoTTgends agreo on this point 
that Kabir was a weaver, a simple and unlettered tnati, 
who earned his Iivmg at tho loom Liko Panl tho tent- 
maker, Bcphmo tho cobbler, Banjan tho tinker, Torstcc- 
gon tho ribbon maker, ho knen how to cumbino vision 
and industrj , tbo work of his hands helped rather than 
hindered tho impassioned ncditation of his heart 
Hating more bodilj aostontioe, bo was no ascotio, but a 
married man, the father of a family— a circumstance 
which Hindu legends of tho monastio typo vainly attempt 
*to conceal or explain— and it was from out of tho heart 
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oC thft common Uto tbnt ho otmg hiB rnptnrouB l^rios oC 
divino Io%c. Hqto his nockt oorroboralo tho Iradittonol 
fltorr of bia Jifo Again and again ho oztolo tho lifo ot 
home, tho valno and reality ot ^urnal (£(tenco, mth ita 
opportnnitica for loro and rcnniioiaiion , pouring oott> 
tcatpt upon tho protcBBional nanotitf of tho yogi * Tvho 
bail a groat heard and inattod looks, and looks hko a goatt 
and on all nho think it nrcoasaiy to Oeo a world per- 
radfd b^ lore, }oy and beauty — tho proper theatro ot 
msn'a qucst'-in order to Hnd that Ono Reality ' who 
has spread His form ot loro throughout alt tho 
norld ' 

hanij as A rRUkcnn* 

Uis diaciplcship o\ci, Knbu sot himsolt to 
picacliihc doctianca ho hadlciuntto whoso would 
listen to him Ho soon bccamo tho contro of ft Ini^ge 
iiiiinbci of dwciples who began to gnthoi round 
him 'll tho loom or in the markot-plnec to listen 
to Ins song> and disioursos But, preaching as 
he did in tho citj of llcnaros, tho very centre of 
oithodov Iliudm-m, his -tnngo mjstic doctrines,' 
his dcnunnntion of tboolocicnl beliefs nnd 
cdcnioniiil ntc' In ought down tho opposition 
of tho learned and the orthodov on him, 

0 Bcrrant, where doit thou Book Mo ® 

Lo ' i am besido Xhci* 

1 am rciU tr in temple nor m moaiino 

1 am neither m Kaaba noi in Kailash 
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’Neither Rin I id rites and ooromonios, 

Nor in yogs and ronnaoiation 
It thou art a true soohor, thou shsU at once ecc Mo 
thou ahalt moot mo in a moment of timo 
Eabir says O SadUu' God is tho breath of all 
breath 

There is nothiog but tier at tho holy bathing 
places , and 1 know that they arc usoless, for I haro 
bathed in thorn 

Tho images nro all lifotcss, ttioy cannot Bpca\ , I 
knoa, for I havo onod aloud to them 

Tho Parana and tho Koran are mere xro'da , lifting up 
tho ourta’o, I haro scon 

Kabir gives utterance to tno words of ozporionro , 
and ho knows very well that all othtr things aro 
untrue 

(Rabindranath Tagore’s /I /Titnrtred Poems of Ku'jtt) 

Long not for a dwolUng in lieaTcn and fear not to dwell 
in Boll , 

"What rill be, will bo , O mj soul, hope not at all v 
Sing the praises of God from whom tho supremo reward 
IB obtained, ^ 

What IB devotion, what penance and nnstaritics, what 
faatings and alilutions, 

1101018 thou know the itay to lo\,e and etrie God. 

Bo not glad at tho sight of prosperity and gnoro not at 
tho Bight of adversity , 

ABiBprospontj, ao is adversity, What God proposoth 
shall bo accomphahod. 



EASIB 


15 


Ssith Kabir "Through the taints, I notr hno\7 in my 
boat, 

That the worshipper, tn whoae heart Ood dwelleUt 
perfonneth the beat vtorahxp ” 

If God dwell only lU the niosqne, to v^om belongeth tb& 
rest of tho oonntr; ? 

They who aro oalled Hindus say that Ood dwolleth in an 
idol , I SCO not truth in oithor seot 
O God, whether Allah or Bam, I lire by Thy name, 

O Lord, show kindness onto me 

Han dwolleth in the south, Allah hath his place in tho 
west. 

Sosroh in Thj heart, searoh in the heart of hearts, there 
IS Bib place and abode 

(Macauhlfe’s Sihhxvtti ) 
PERSECUTION 

The opposi*ion of •theoxthodovsoon manifested 
itself in hatred and ill-will Of the many legends 
of the persecution that befell Kabir, a few are 
, chnracteristio a id deserve notice A young and 
beautiful courtesan was sent to tempt Knbir, “ but 
like the M>igd ilen of Biblical story, she was 
converted bj hei sadden encounter with the 
initiate of a higher Love " Another time, Kahn 
■was hauled up before the Mahomedan Emperoi 
Sikandar Lodi on a complaint of leading the people 
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♦vstray vnth fiil>-c doctrines fCnbit vent imd 
stood befoio tho Lin)>cior nnd the courtier'! told 
him to imk( obei'iancp to tho monwh Kabir 
lephed that ho vas not nc< iistomcd to courlh 
md did not VnoA bon to mile pro-trition" , 
noi,ho added, hnd he nn^ bii'ine-, i ith the 
empioi , he but 1 noi tho mme of Tio'! i bo 
MIS tho huppoi I of his ‘■Old nnd thuOnlj Soverngn 
of tho iroild The rmpotor ‘tem'» to Ii<ee In^n 
it fir-t proioKcd to angir but, being ji mar of 
oidture find knov ing tint Sufs of his ‘ct veio 
nlnnjs ollonr i a hlMe fnedom, nt h‘t lot bun po 
in p^ue 
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toMnghnnn the Satn\'it jonr 1575 (1518 A. D) 
Ontbo <'Ic\onth dnj of tho bright hilf of the 
month of Mnghni, ?iiss 2 nrtt blended mth the spirtt 
of the trorld " All India knons tho beautiful legend 
of Kabii 's death, hon both Hindus and Mahome* 
dans fought for his coipso which the one nnnted 
*0 burn and tho other to binj, how at Inst Knbii 
hioi'iclf nppeircd bcfoic thorn in poison and asked 
them to lift tho shroud and look beneath in tho 
place of the coipso, to thoir great nstonishmont 
tho} found a hoip of llonois half of which was 
bmicd bj tho Mahomedans at Gonkpui and half 
taken bj tho Hindus to Benares and burnt — 
‘ fitting conclusion,” sajs tho nuthor already 
quoted, *’to n life which had made fiagiant tho 
doctnnes of two great needs ’ Tho following 
poem composed bj Knbir on tho death of n saint- 
ftirnd of Ills might well have bcon uttciod nt lus 
ow n deith — 

isot A drop noir trichlotb from tho oitadol of thy 
brain— irhoro is tho muoio that tilled it ” 

Tho (.rest taint hath departed nth tho namo of the 

buprrmo UraUm, tho Supromo God 
O Pother, wrhiUior hath departed tho soul irhiob 
dwelt wiTh Ihj ho3y ■* 

IVbicb rorclio dm dinrt. )'nrwl(d£e, impounded an 
prcaohed ® ' 
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Whithor hath tho plajor gono who p1a}o3 tho drum of 
thy body ? 

Thy talon, thy woida, thyjdivino lUBtruohon aro no 
^longer hoard , all thy %ttal onocgy hath boon dca\ n 
away , the ton breaths whtoh kopt thco togothir haro 
oBoapod Thou art doad , thou hast loft thy fnondq 
and relatives, 

Sayoth Eabir Ho who meditatotb on God burstoth 
bis bonds ovon when olive * 

(MncaiililTo’s Silhmm,} 
TAIMINCS 01 KABin 

Tho visitor to Kabu's mutt at Bennies is shown 
what pui ports to be his pictuie Dhirm Dns, his 
chief dihCiple, and Shrutagopil are represented 
kneeling it his feet in an attitude of supplication 
while hi8 son, Knmal, is bc«>n fanning him The 
visitor niny also see a pictnio of Knbu 
and Rwi Dis, a fiiend and follow-disoiplo 
and townsman of his Ravi Dss appears in the 
picture as n very attenu ited old man, naked 
except for a red oloth lound his middle, nonimg 
rosaiy in two folds round his nork and beadt^ 
on wrist and aims Uis ro^nl dwiplo, Jbah, 
queen of Obitoor, is also seen iichly dicsscd 
ofieiing him food on a platter 

KABIR'S BbtiaiOV AND BOEIRT 
The mam doctiines of Kabii's uoed weto, as 
might have been seenalieady, based on thecuiiont 
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Vaishnavite philosophy and religion In his 
{lands, however, those doctiines were purged of 
all theological ohscuiity and reasoning and 
propounded with a beauty and mystic poetiy 
uniivalled in that meducval epoch We have 
in tlio previous sketches dealt in detail with the 
■several doctiines of the medieval Vaishnavite 
refoiinois and out aim in this sketch, therefoie, 
Will bo to gi\e a few poems of ICabir and icfcr 
them to those vaiious concepts and doctiines 
Speaking of Kabir’s concept of God, Ei elyn 
Underhill «ays — 

These (Kabir and other mystios) have resolved the 
porpotnal opposition between tho porsonal and iin- 
personal, tho transcendent and immanent, statio and 
dynamio aspeots ol tho Divine Nature, between 
tho Absolute oE philosophy and tho ” sure, trnoFnend ” 
of devotional religion Tho} havo done this, not 
b} tUking those apparently inoompatible aspoots ono 
after tho other , bat by ascending to a height of 
,spintttal intuition at which tboy are, os ]lay8broe(.k said, 

meltod and merged in tho Unitv,” and porconed as the 
completing opposites of a Forfeot Waole God 

IS boro folt to bo not tho final abstraction, but the ono 
actuality Hi, inspires, supports, indeed inhabits, both 
the durational, conditional, finite world of Becoming 
and tho nncoilditioncd, non hucccssionrl, infinite world 
of'Boing, yot utterly transcends them both He is tho 
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Omnipresent Reality, the “All-Pervading" within, 
whom “ the worlds are being told like beads" In His 
personal aspect, Ha is the “beloved Fakir” teaching and 
oompanioniDg each sonl Considered as Immanent 
Hpint, He is the mind within the mind ” > • 

The need felt by Kabir for both these ways of desonbing^ 
Reality is a proof of the nohness and balance of his 
spintnal experience , which neither cosmic nor 
anthropomorphio symbols, taken alone, oould express-- 
Uore absolute than the Absolute, more personal than 
the human mind, Brahma Hierefoie exceeds whilst He 
includes all the concepts of philosophy, all the passionate 
intuitions of the heart He is the great Affirmation, 
the fount of energ} , the source of life and love, the 
unique satisfaction of desire His oreative word is the 
Om or “ Rverlasting yea” The negative philosophy, 
which strips from the Divine Hatnro all its attributes 
and— defining Him only by that which He is not 
—reduces Him to an '* Emptiness” is abhorrent to 
this most vital of poets Brahma, ho says, “ may never 
be found in afastroetions ” He is the One love who per 
vades the world, discerned in His ^fulness only by the 
eyes of love, and those, who know Em thus sbaro^ 
though they may never tell, the joyous and ineffable 
secret of the Universe 

The following poems, ibapsodical and sublime,, 
contain Kihir’s vision of Godhead — 

The light.of the sun, the moon, and the stars shine- 
bnght. 
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The molody of loro iTrolla forth, and tbo rhythm of 
faro's dotaohmont boats tbo tsmo 

Day and night tho ohonu of muaio fills the hesrena , 
and Eabir soya, “ My Bolorcd Ono glosma like tho light* 
fling flash 10 tbo aky ? 

Do you know how tho momonta porfonn their adora- 
tion’ 

Waring its row of lamps, tho Unnorse sings in worahip 
-day and night 

Tliero nro tho hidden banner and tbo acerot osnopy 

Tlicro tho sound of tho unseen bolls is hoard 

Eabir saya Tbero adoration norer cosscs , thero tho 
ZiOrd of the Unnoraoaittoth on HiaTbrono. 

Tho wbolo i.orld does its works and commits its 
errors , but fow nro tho lorcra who knoi the Belorcd 

The dorout seeker is ho who mingles in bis heart thn 
doublo ourrenta of loro and dotaohmont, like tho mingling 
of tho streams of Ganges and Jumna , 

In hiS heart tho aaerod wator flows day and night , 
and thus tho round of births and deaths is brought to 
an rad 

t 

Behold what wonderful rest 18 ID tbo Supremo Spirit ' 
and ho enjoys it who makes himself moot for it 

Hold by tbo cords of loro, tho swing of tho Ocoan of 
Joy sways to and fro , and a mighty sound breaks forth 
in song 

See what a lotus blooms thuro without water , and 
Kabiraays ” My heart’s boo drinks its nootar" 
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What a wonderful lotus it u, that blooms at the 
heart of the spinning wheel of the Universe ' Only a few- 
pure sonis know of its pure delight 

Uusio IS all around, and there the heart partakes ol 
the yoy of the Infinite Sea, 

Eabirsays “Dive thou into that Ocean of sneet- 
nesB thus let all errors of life and of death flee away ” 

Behold how the thirst of the five senses is quenched 
there' and the three forms of misery are no more ' 

Eabir says “It is the sport of the Unattainable One; 
look within and bohold how the moonbeams of that 
Hidden One shine in you “ 

• 

They have sung of Him as infinite and unattainable : 
but I in my meditations have seen Hun without sight 

f • • 

What a frenzy of ecstasy there is in every hour ' and 
the worshipper is pressing out and drinking the 
essence of the hours he lives in the life of Brahma 

I speak truth, for I have accepted truth in life , I am 
now attached to truth, I have swept all tmsel away 

• * 7 

The inward and the outward are become as one 
sky, the Infinite and the Finite are united I am drunken 
with the Bight of this All * 

This light of Thine fulfils the Universe the Lamp of 
Xiove that bums on the salver of knowledge 

Kabirsays “There error cannot enter, and the 
conflict of life and death is felt no more " 
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Open your cjm of lore, anti bm Him who perrados 
this world ' couBidor it troll, aod know that tins ib yonr 
omi country 

Whsnjou meet the tmo Gum, Ho mil awakoa your 
heart, 

Ho trill tell you tho secret of loro and do^aehmont, 
and then you mil know indeed that Ho transcends thia 
nniTcrBi 

He IS the GItimafe Rest unbounded 

Ho has spread Bis form of lore throughout all tho 
world. 

From that Ray which is ^&nth, streams of now form 
arc perpetually springing and Ho perradea those forms 

All tbo gardens and groTCS and bowers aro abounding 
With blossom , and tbo air brcaH forth into npplos of 

joy 

There tho swan plays a wonderful game 

Thera tho uostruck musio eddies around tho Infinite 
One 

There in Iho midst tbo .Throne of tho unhcld 
^ sh’ning, wl ereon tho Great Being sits— 

Millions of suns aro shamed b} tbo radianco of a 
singlo hair of His body 

On the harp of the road what true melodics aro being 
sonnded ' and its notes piorco tho heart 

Thero tho rtcrnal rountain is playing its endless lifc> 
a’rrsrr’* of birth and death 

Tho^ call Him Emptiness wVo is tho Truth of Truths 
in whom all truths aro stored ' 

(Babindranalh Tagore a A JIvvUttd’Foimf cf Kabtr 
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Gofl oonstruotcd an inaocoBSihlo foctrcsafotHw rcsidcnco 

'Which Ho illoninintod with Hi* light 

The lightning plnj oth and picaaura roignolh 

Whore the Youthful Lord God repoaothi 

It tho Boul loTO God'u nnnio, 

Mon RhoII bo rolraaod from old ago and death end hia 
doubtn shall fleo away 

Tho sound of tho nnbeaton musio is hoard 

Wbero tho Lord God reposotb 

Ho who fatbioncd continents and dilfcront oountrics, 

Tho three worlds, tho three gods and tho three fjunliticst 
Though styled Inacccsgiblo and Invisible, dwellL h within 
tho heart 

Hone can find tho limit ,or tho secret of Uio Burtniner of 
tho Earth , 

Ho shinoth in tho plaintain blossom and m Uie hunshine^ 
And hath taken Uia dwelling in tho pollen of thn lotus 
God’s spell IB within tho twelro petals of the heart 
Whoro tho Holy Lord God roposotb 

(Maoanliro’s Bil hinn ) 
Tbo conception of God ns tlio Ono Grent Lo\o is' 
tlio oVinmctoristic and most impDitnnt fcituio of 
tho mcdmnl religion Knhir, bom poet ns lio 
was, ronbsed'nnd gnao expression to this faith 
moro \ividly than nnj other roelnEvalmjstic As 
tho English ciitic already quoted says •>— 

For tho mere intcllcctualist as for the nicro pietist, ho 
CKahir) has little approbation Ijovo is tbhroughout His 
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'"nbsolato eolo Lord ** tho unique souroo of thomoro 
abundant life which ho enjoys and the oorainon factor 
which unitca the finite and infinite wo'-Ids All » soaliad 
in lore, that loio which' ho dosoribod in almost Jobao- 
nino language as the “ Form of God " The whole of 
creation IS thoplaj of the Eternal Lo\or, the living, 
■changing, growing oxp'ossion of Brahma's love and joy 
As thcao twin passions preside over the generation of 
human life, so “ bej ond the mists of pleat are and pain ’* 
Kabir finds them governing the oroatito acts of God 
Bis manifohtation is lore , His aolivitj is joy Creation 
springs from one gl'id act of affirmation the Enrlasting 
Yea, perpctnatlj uttered within the depths of the Dinno 
Itaturc In accordance with this conoeptof the umterso 
«s a LoTC<Gamo which ctornallj goes forward, a pro* 
grcssive manircstation of Brahma — one uf ihe many 
aiotiona which he adopted from the common atonk of 
Hiodn religions ideas, and illuminated by hie poetic 
genius— moveoicnt, rhythm, propotnal change forms an 
integral part of Kabir s vision of Reality 

All things arc created by the Om 
The love form is Bis body 

^ Bo IS without form, without quality, without decay 
Seek thou union tnth Him * 

Bat that formless Qod tskoi a thousand forms m 
the eyes of his orcaturcs 

Bo IS puro and indestructible 
Bis form is inflnito and fathomless 
Bo dances in rapture and waves of form arise from 
Bis danoo 
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The bo3j end the mtod cannot conlnin thcnuclvc? 
TThen the) nrc tom hed bj Hi* great joy 

Ho IB immcned in all eonBeiouBneB*, nil joys, and oil 
Borrons , 

Ho haq no beginning ond n^ end , 
nt holds all mihin Itm bits* 

Hark to the nnetmek belt* nnd dram* ' 

Tako your delight in lore t 

Rain* pour donn \ itbont rratcr, nnd the nrers arc 
AtresniR of light 

Ono Loro it i* that perraden the rrholo norld, ferr 
there aro who 1 nor it fully 

They arc blind who hope to reo it br the light of 
reason, that rca«on i bich i* tho can«c ot ecpantion— > 
The IlouBO of Renron is rciy far ownj • 

Hon blessed in Kabir, that amidat this great Joy he 
«ingB within his own tprscI 

It IS tho nuen of the meeting of aonl mlh *onI 
It IS tho music of tho forgetting of sorrows. 

It IS iho mnsio that transcends all coming in nnd 
all going forth ~ > 

Dance my hesrt ’ dance to day nth joy 
Tho strains of lore fill the days and the nights Siith 
mnnie and tho world is listening *o its melodies 

Mad with joy, life and death dance to the rhythm 
of this mnsic Tho bills and tho sea and the earth 
dance Tho world of man dances in Iangh*cr and tears 
Why pnt on tho rohe of tho monk, and live aloof from 
tho world in lonely pride ’ 
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Bebold I nay ho&rt dances id the delight of a bnndrod 
acts , and the Creator is noil pleased 
(Rabindranath Xagoro’ii A Hundred Poems of Kahtr ) 

God abideth in tlio hearen above, in tho Barth beneath 
and in crety direction 

Tho sapremo Bciog is over tho Root of jo^ , tbo body 
may perish bnt God shall not 

Tho Earth blocmeth, tho firmamont rc]oicoth , 

Every heart is gladdened by God's sight. 

The Lord God rcjoiccth in endless wajs , 

Wbitfaeniooror 1 loot , tbero is Ilo oontaincd 
The four ^cd•s rejoice in tvorldliorss 
So do tho Smntis vnth tbo bool a of tho Mnssulmans 
Shiva practising yon rrjoiceth 
Rabir’s Lord bloomcUi equally in all things 
, (MacauhlTo’s Sikhism ) 

A airdinil doctnno of tho meditJi il Vnishnnvn*; 
w'l*. tho duilistic rchtion of God nnd “oul 

For tbo tborough-going Monist tho soul, in so far 
as it IS real, is substantiallj idontioal vritli God , and tho 
true object of existence is tbo making patent of this 
tatent identity, the realisation i/hioh flnds expression in 
tho Vedantist formula 'That art thou ' But Eabir 
aais that Brahma and tho oroaturo aro "ovor distinct 
jet over united," that tho tiiBO man knows tho spintnal 
ns well ns tho material world to *' be no more than Hia 
footstool ” Tho soul's union with him is a love union,, 
a mutual inhabitation , that cssonlially duabstio rolation 
which all mjafieal religion cxprerscs , not a self- 
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tnorgonco which Icctcs no plaoo for porsonslity This 
otornal distinction, the mysterious union in scpaifttc- 
ness of God and tho sonl, is a nocessniy doctrine of nil 
snno mjstioiBin , for no scheme which foils to find a 
plsco for it can represent more than n fragment of that 
soul's intercourse with tho apinluol votid Its 
alfirniation w&s ono of the disUni^uishiiig features 
of tho Voishnanto reformation preached by Itomanuja, 
tho pnncipio of which hid descended through Rams' 
nanda to Eabir 

Tho following poem expresses tho doctrine — 
When Bo HimscU rorcals HiraseU, Brahma brings into 
manifestation that which can never he seen 
As tho seed 18 in the plant, as tho shado is in tho tree, 
as tho Toid IB in tlio st),as infinite forms aro in tho 
sold, 

6 o from bos ond tho Infinite, tho Infinite comes, and 
from tho Infinite tho I inito extends 

The erf af tire Its \n Jit aktna and li rah ma xit tn thr 
Cl eiiitrf Thfv are tier dtntinct, ye( n er ii-ufrrf 
Bo himself IS tho tree, the seed and tho germ < 
Bo BimsoK IS the flower, tho fmit and tho shade 
'Ho Himself w tho sun, the light and tho lighted « 

Bo Himself is Brahma, Creature and Mara 
Bo BimscII IS tho manifold form, tho iniioito space , 
Ho is tho brostb, tho word and tho meaning 
Bo Himself IS tho limit and tho IimiUois and berond 
both tho limited and tho limitless is Ho, tho Puro 
Bowj, 

Ho IS tho Immanent Mind in Brahma and the creature 
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Tho Sttpretno Soul is seen nithin tho soul, 

Tho point » seen trithin the Supremo Bon], 

And nithin ttao Toint, tbo reflection » scon ngain. 

Eabir it b!c<it bcctvto ho h&s thn sapremo \ision ! 

(Ribindnntth T&goro's A Hundred JPoema of Kabu ) 

Tbo p\tb o! attaining God \%lio is alt Lo\o and 
loj lito not through coiemonics or ntca or wor- 
vhip A God who nit loio can bo vroishippcd 
onlj in lovo Kabir in a rcmarkablo 

poem — 

0 ladhu ' the timplo muon is tho best 

Stneo tt*o ds) ivhea 1 met Lord, them has boon no 
end to tbo sport of oar lore 

1 shut not ray o}cr, 1 close not my oars' I do not 
mortif) my bndj , 

1 SCO Tilth ejes open nnd smile, and behold His besnt} 
orctyrrhero 

I utter His Name, and \ bntcror 1 soo reminds mo of 
Him nbatoror I do, it becomes His i orship The niing 
anfl tho setting am one to mo rll oontradiotions nro 
sotred Whemrer 1 go, X mom round Him, all I aohiorc 
id His pomcc 

When I lie doi^n, 1 ho prostrate at His feet 

He IB tho only Adorablo one to mo , I baro none other, 

Mytonguohas left oIT impum srords, it sings His 
glory da> and night 

Wncflicr I nso or sit down, I can norcr forgot Him 
for tbo rhythm of His music beats in my errs 
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IvBbic Baj B '* \ty heart is fron/iod, and I disoloBO in mj 
Boul \^hat 18 hidden I am imtncrBod in that One great 
Bliss vihicb tranBCcndB nil ploasuto and pain " 

This “simplo union,” this worship in lo\o 'iml 
in ftuth, IS the themo of ninny nn iinpTssionoil 
and beautiful poem of Kabir In vaiied metapliois 
diawn from Indian hfo and poutrj — the niignnt 
swan, the lotus, the btidigiooni and tho bndc 
ho describes tho penning mJ love foi God TJu* 
tondoincss vnd pootiy and tho iitliimngci> of 
thoso pooms aio uninatchod in Indian litoi ituie — 
To Thee, Ihou hast drawn my love, O Tarir* 

I was filcoping in inj own vli imbor and Then didst 
awaken mo, atnking mo with Thv voice 0 rokir, 

I was drov.ningin tho deeps of the ocean of thin world, 
and Thou didst save me upholding mo with Tl me ami , , 
O Fakir' 

Only one word and no i-ccond and Thou hast 
mado tno tear off nil my bonds, O Fakir ' Ealur nave, 
*‘Thou hast united Thj heart to nij heart, 0 Fakir” * 

“Dear Inond, I am eager to meet my Beloved ' m} 
youth has Aowored, and the pain of separation from Hfm 
troubles my breast 

1 am vrandonng yet lu the alleyB of knowledge without 
purposo, but 1 haro roooivod His nows in theso alloys of 
knowledge 

I huTO a letter from my Beloved in this letter is an 
unutterable mossngo, and ao>y iny fear of dcatu is done 
away 
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K&birs»T8 'Omy loring fnond' Ihvta gob tor my 
gif b tho DcBtblciH Obo * 

Tbiit da> » do4r to mo iboro oil other oa>i>i tor to- 
day tho BeloTod f<ord m a ^ac«t in my hoavc , 

My chimbcrand my ooartyard are beautiful nitb Hib 
presence 

My longinqs sing Qis Name, and thev nro bceomo losb 
IB Ttis great biauU I naih Hir feet, and 1 look upon 
His race and I Ini hetoro Him as mi offering my body • 
my mind and all that I hare 
What n day of gladDOai ir that dry in uhich niy 
Beloved, ,bo is tnv troaHiirc, comes to my houso ' All 
oiils 0\ from mi liej;rb uhon 1 sii m\ Loid 
‘ Ml loro has ((lUched Hiin , my heart is longing for 
the Neme uhiob is Truth’ 

IhuR kings Eabir, thoiiervartof alltcivnnt'! 

i hear the mi lody o( IIih flute, and I cannot contain 
tnystlf 

Ibo flower bio iras, though it is not spring , and already 
tlto boo has rocciiLd its imitation 
Tho sky roars md the Iiglitiiing flashes, the wares 
(trtse in my heart, 

The ram falls , and niv heart longs for my Loid 
Whero tho rhithin of tho world rises and falls* 
thither my heart has roaelied 
Then, the hidden bmners are fluttering in tbo air 
Ivabir bays tnv I o>rt is dying though it lues 
1 played dai and night i ith my comrades, and non I 
am greatly afraid 
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Tho SoTcroiga God hath oomo to m> honso as my 
Huiband 

1 mado tbo bridal paTilion in tho lotus o{ my heart, and 
dmno Knoidcdgo tho rccitatiun of m> linoago 
1 obtained God as m> Bndogroom, so great hath been my 
good fortune 

DemiGods, moo, saints and tho tliirty three ororos of Gods 
in their chariots name as bpoctators 
Baith ICabir “ Tho one God, tho Divine Male, hath wed 
and taken mo with Him " 

(Macauliilo’s Stl hram ) 
Some inoro poems, embodying tho intense love 
and mysticism of Knbir tnaj bo quoted hero — 

How could the love bettveon Tbco and mo sever ? 

As tho loaf of the lotus abides on the water so Thou 
art my Lord and 1 am Tiiy servant 
As tho night-bird ohakor gams all niglit at tho moon, 
so Then art m) Lord and I am Tbrsonant 
From tho beginning until the ending of time, there is 
love between Tlieo and me, and bon shall such love bo 
cvtinguisfacd ’ 

Eabirsays ‘As tho river enters into tho ocean, so my 
heart touchos Tbec ’ 

More than all else do I chonsh at heart that love 
which makes mo to Itvo a Inn il< sn lifo in this woild. 

It IS like the lotus, which lives in tho water and blooms 
in tho water yot tbo water cannot touch its potals, tboso 
open beyond its reach 
3 
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It IB Iiko a \nfo viho unterB tho fire at the biddin(> 
ol loro Bho burnB and lotB others gnoro, yet nover 
diBhoDOura love 

(Rabindranath Tagore’s A Hundred Poem'i of Kabxi ) 

Though I havo aasuincd man} shapes, this is tny last 
The iitnngn and 'aircB of tho muBicnl initrumcnt are nil 
nom out , 1 am now in tho poi cr of Goo’s name , 

I shall not Iiavo again to dance to the tune of birth and 
death, 

Hor shall my heart accompany on tiio drum 
I baTO taken and destrojed my bodily Inst and anger , 
LuBt's raiment hath grown old, and all my doubts are 
dispelled 

I rcGogntse one God in all creatures ram nranghngt on 
tbiB Bnbject are at an end 

Saith Eabir ’When God \/as graciouB unto me, I 
obtained Bim the Ferfoet one ’ 

Turning away from tho worlds I hare forpotUn both caiite 
and lineage. 

My wearing is now in tho Inbnilo Silence 
I hare now no quarrel with any one , 

1 liaro given np both tho Pundits and the Mullahs 
1 weave clothes and wear them myself , 

Where I ace no pride, there 1 sing God’s praises 
What tho Pardits and Mullahs prescribed for mo, 

1 have received no advantage from and bare abandoned 
My heart being pure, 1 hare seen tho Lord , 

Eabir having aoarohed and searched himself, bath found 
God within him 


(Macaulifio’s Sxf mom ) 
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kabir’s works 

The woiks of Bjibir, from which the poems 
quoted above hwe been extracted and translated 
by vaiious wiiters, are of a numerous and varied 
character They are mostly boweier collections of 
songs composed in the various metres of old Hmdi. 
An exhaustive list of Kabir’s woiks, ns contamed 
in the collection known ns Khas Chantha or the 
Hook, preserved at Kabir’s Aaura m Benares, is 
given by Wilson in his ‘ Behgion of the Bindus * 
(Yol 1 p 76) The chief and celebrated works 
are the Btjak, the Sulhmdhan and a number of 
collections called Sabdas, Salhis, Reknins, Sfangal, 
VasRnt, Holt etc , “ there are also a variety of 
stan^ss, called Agams etc , composieg a veiy for- 
midable course of stud> to those who wish to go 
deep into the doctrines of this school and one in 
which the gieatogt profecients amongst the Kabir- 
“panthis are but imperfectly versed A few Sakhis, 

^ Rrhdaa, lekhtas, with the greater portion of the 
Btjak, constitute their acquirements ” 

The author or compiler of Btjak was Bhngodas, 
one of Kabir’s immediate disciples , it is the great 
authority on all the rehgious matters and 
doctrine among the Kabirpnnthis in general “ It 
jq written in very harmonious veise and with great 
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ingenuity of illustntion , its st^Io hoivoior ismoio 
dogmitical thm aigumentutivo and it nthcr 
ini cigbs against other sj stems than explains its 
oivn" SrJhmdhan is moro icneratcd ns it is 
taught onl3 to those pupils whoso studies aio 
considered to appioich perfection Wil«oncon'udcp> 
SuUimdhan ns being cxccedinglj clear mid 
intelligible In these reputed works nnd collec- 
tions of Kabir, there appear to bo numerous 
stanros nnd poems which perh ips were not w ntten 
or composed bj* Knbir Rccentlj one or two 
cntical editions of Knbir’s woiks h.iio appeared 
hvmnpucrms 

Though Kabii nei oi aimed at founding a <ect, 
but, like all true mj sties nnd reformer;, onl> 
tried to instil into men true f nth nnd kno.i ledge 
of God, his followci^ soon foiracd thcui«olics into 
a sect In opito of their smallness in numbers and 
their sectarian character, these Kabirpanthis still* 
presono \estigcs of their original foundei and Ins 
teaching , and the following ncrount giiou bj’ 
■Wilson in his “ Religion of the Hindus ” of the 
religion and present condition of tho Kabii pan this 
may bo read with interest — 

Though thn^nltir Pnnthx^ have withdrawn, in tuch a 
Tcry. ouBcnUal point as worship, from tho Hindu rom- 
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Tnnmon, they Bhll preseive abundant vestiges ot their 
primitive sonroe , and their notions are in snbstrnco 
'the same ns those ol the Paramo seots, ospeoially of the 
Vaishnavn division They admit of but one Qod, the 
creator of the world, and in opposition to the Vedanta 
notoins of the absence ot every quality and form, they 
assert that He has a body formed of the five elements of 
matter and that he has mind endoived with the thiee 
punas or qualities of being , of oonrse, of ineftable parity 
and irresistible power He is free from the detects of 
'human nature in all other respects. He does not differ 
from man and the put e man, the aadfi of the Kabtr sect, 
IB His living resemblance and after death is His assooiate 
and equal . Be is eternal, without end or beginning 
< 3 od and man are not only the same but that they ate 
both in the same manner everything that lives and 
moves and has its being Other seots have adopted these 
■pbrasos literally, but the followers of Kabir do not mean 
by them to deny the lodmdnality of being and only 
intend these texts as assertions of all nature originally 
part oipating in oommon elomontary pnnoiplos 
It 18 no part of tboir faith to worship any Hindu deity 
or to observe any of the ritos or oeremonials of tbo 
Hindus, whether orthodox or sabismatiaal , suoh of their 
members as are living in the woild conform outwardly to 
all tbo usages of their tribe and caste and some of then 
even protend to worship the osaal divinities Thosei 
however, who have abandoned tbo fetters of society 
abstain from MI the ordinary praotioes and address their 
homage ohioily in chanting hymns exclusively to the 
invisible Eabir they use no manfra nor fixed form of 
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-salutation tho} havo no pooulmr tnodo of dress . i 
tho frontal markh, if i\orn, aro usuan3r those of the 
VniBhna\a soots or thov raako a streak with sandal or 
(;opiehandan along tho ndgo of thonoso, a necklaco and 
rosarj of fuf&i arc also worn by thon 
Tho moral oodo of habtrpanth\‘t is short i but, if 
oliRpi red faithful]}, IS of a rathor faiourablo tendency, 
liifo IS tho gift of Ood and must not, thoroforo, bo 
Tiointed h} His creaturrs , Humanit} is consequently a 
cardinal Tirtuo and tho shedding of blood ts bother of 
man or animal, a hoinous enmo Truth is tho other 
great principle of their code Retirement 

from tho world is desirable . Tho last 

great point IS tho usual sum and subatanco of 0VC17 scot 
Mnor{,Rttho Hindus— implicitdc otion in uord, actand 
thought to tho (riint in this, houoicr, tho charactcnstio 
spirit of tho Anbitpanlhin appears, and tlio pupil la 
cojoinod to sorutini/o the tcachor’s doctrines and acts, to 
bo first satisfied that ho is the oago that ho protends to 
be, before ho resigns himself to his oontrol This spot 
i*i, indeed, remarkably liberal in this respept, and tho 
most frequently rocumng texts of Kabir aro those 
which onforoo an attontiro examination of tlio dootnno 
that ho offors to his disoiplos Tho chief of csoli 
communit} has absoluto autbont} over his dependents , 
too only punishments ho can award, how over, are* 
moral, uotph}aical 

Thero IS no doubt that tho Kabirpanlhie, both 
clerical and lay, aro vorj numerous in all tho Fronneos 
of Upper and Central India except, perhaps, in Dcngal - 
tho quakcr-liko spirit of tho sect, thoir nbhorronco of all 
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Tiolenoo, their regard for t’utb, and the anobtraBiTenesB 
of their opinions, render them very inoffensive members 
of the State — their mondioants also never sohoit alms and 
in this oapaoity oven they are less obnoxioas than the 
many religions vagrants ivhom the rank soil of Hindu 
onporstition and the enervating operation of an Indian 
olimate so plentiful]} engender. 
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